
1 

 

 
STATE OF HAWAIʻI 

KA MOKU ʻĀINA O HAWAIʻI 
 

JOSH GREEN, M.D. 
GOVERNOR 
KE KIAʻĀINA 

  
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM  

KA ʻOIHANA HOʻOMOHALA PĀʻOIHANA, ʻIMI WAIWAI A HOʻOMĀKAʻIKAʻI 
 

JAMES KUNANE TOKIOKA 
DIRECTOR 

KA LUNA HOʻOKELE 

HAWAI‘I TOURISM AUTHORITY 
KE‘ENA KULEANA HO‘OKIPA O HAWAI‘I 

 

CAROLINE ANDERSON 
INTERIM PRESIDENT AND CEO 

 
 

HALEʻIWA MOVING FORWARD AFTER THE STORM 
Visitors are welcomed back as shops and restaurants reopen and  

Oʻahu’s North Shore recovers 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 28, 2026 

HONOLULU — Following the recent storms that brought flooding to parts of the state, 
Haleʻiwa, the historic town beloved worldwide, is moving forward as shops and 
restaurants reopen — and visitors are welcomed back. 

Like its neighbors, Hale‘iwa felt the effects of floodwaters as the recent kona low storms 
brought record rainfall in a matter of days. Now, Hale‘iwa marks a milestone toward 
recovery with the vast majority of its businesses reopened.  

Governor Josh Green said the recovery has been marked by care for one another 
across the state and encouraged visitors to keep their travel plans to Hawaiʻi. All 
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airports and most accommodations, restaurants and visitor attractions across the state 
are operating as usual. 

“Across Hawaiʻi, we have seen an outpouring of love, support and aloha for the families 
and communities affected by these storms. That care for one another is one of the 
things that makes Hawaiʻi so special. As recovery continues, we want visitors to know 
that Hawaiʻi continues to welcome them with open arms, and we encourage them to 
keep their travel plans. When people choose to visit, they support local jobs, local 
businesses and communities working hard to recover,” said Green. 

State Representative Sean Quinlan, who represents the North Shore, said the 
community’s resilience has been evident throughout the recovery. 

“The North Shore is a resilient community, and the people of Haleʻiwa have shown that 
strength every single day throughout this recovery. Our businesses are reopening, our 
community is coming together and we welcome visitors to be part of that experience — 
whether that means volunteering, shopping local or stopping in to support a small 
business. We’re grateful for the care and generosity people have shown and that 
support continues to make a real difference,” said Quinlan. 

Caroline Anderson, interim president and CEO of the Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority, said 
the moment calls for visitors to choose Hawai‘i with intention and that Hale‘iwa’s 
reopening gives them every reason to do so. 

“Many of these businesses are family-run, deeply rooted in the community and counting 
on visitor support right now. Choosing to visit is one of the most meaningful things 
people can do to help these communities recover. As visitors make their way to the 
North Shore, they will once again be able to experience the town, its businesses and 
the spirit that makes this community so special,” said Anderson. 

While progress is underway, recovery continues in some areas. Residential areas of 
Waialua and Mokulē‘ia continue to recover, and visitors are asked to respect posted 
signage and be mindful of what residents in those communities are experiencing.  

For those who want to be part of the recovery in a more direct way, volunteer 
opportunities are available through community organizations supporting North Shore 
efforts. Visit gohawaii.com/kona-low-alert for more information.  

For the latest visitor guidance, conditions, volunteer opportunities and updates, visit 
gohawaii.com/kona-low-alert.  

# # # 

About the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority 

The Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority is the state agency responsible for representing the 
Hawaiian Islands around the world — and for holistically managing tourism in a 

https://www.gohawaii.com/kona-low-alert
https://www.gohawaii.com/kona-low-alert?_gl=1*zvjke8*_gcl_au*NjQ1OTc0OTY5LjE3Njc4MTQ0NDg.
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sustainable manner consistent with community desires, economic goals, cultural values, 
preservation of natural resources and visitor industry needs. HTA works with the 
community and industry to mālama Hawaiʻi — care for our beloved home. For more 
information about HTA, visit hawaiitourismauthority.org or follow @HawaiiHTA on 
Facebook, Instagram, Threads and X. 
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