Community Victory:
Securing Hawaiian
Intellectual Property
In Maui Hikina

Born from the first Maui DMAP, the Hawal'i Tourism
Authority partnered with three east Maui based
nonprofits in 2023 to form the Malama Maui Hikina
Pilot Program. The purpose of this program was to
steward “hotspots” along the Hana Highway, a
model rooted in community-driven management




‘Aina-Centered
Approach

Aina-centered and community-led, Holani Hana
and Ke Ao Hali'i sought to build on their
already-strong foundation of cultural, place-
based knowledge to guide stewardship. They
also intended to conduct ‘Ohana Interviews
which was an in-depth study of place-based
mo‘olelo, traditional names, and meanings
which then provided the cultural foundation for
the Malama Maui Hikina Pilot Program.
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Culturally-
Governed ‘lke

HTA worked with the Attorney General to find
new, acceptable language that excludes
place-based and cultural-based knowledge
coming from community sources from the
contract definition of Intellectual Property.

This is significant because

e The nature of these contracts recognized "~
and respects traditional lifeways.

e HTA and the nonprofits were able to find
common ground and move forward with
Increased trust.

e We now have a model for other
communities to follow. § 5y




